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brave heart and tried to cheer her ladies, even writing a distich on her adventures:
Ci-gist Margot, la gente demoiselle, Qu'eut deux maris, et si mourut pucelle.
Fortunately this quaint epitaph was not required, although the noble company were driven by stress of weather into an English port. Queen Isabel of Spain had written to ask for hospitality, in case of need, from Henry VII, and he sent a courteous letter to Marguerite praying her to remain at Southampton as long as she pleased, " for we believe that the movement and roaring of the sea is disagreeable to Your Highness and the ladies who accompany you."
The Austrian princess had a magnificent reception when, early in March, she landed safely at the port of Santander, and she was warmly welcomed at Burgos by the Queen of Spain. The wedding took place as soon as Lent was over, and every promise of happiness seemed to await the young bride, for the Infante Juan, heir to so great a kingdom, had also every charm of person and character, and was spoken of as the " delight of his parents and the idol of his people/" But all too soon these brilliant hopes were shattered; once more Marguerite was pursued by misfortune. Barely eighteen months later her beloved husband was taken from her by the deadly pestilence which ever seemed to lurk in those mediaeval cities, and when, a little later, her child was born, the hoped-for heir of Spain and her vast dependencies, " Bile eut bien courte joie de son en-fantement et n'eut gu&re titre de mere,"l for the
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